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Good Afternoon Hawthorne Families. 
 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year! Although we are facing unprecedented times and 
an opening that will be anything but typical, we look forward to seeing our in-person students 
back in school on Tuesday, September 8, 2020. 

Please allow me to take a moment to acknowledge our administrators, teachers, parents, 
and students who participated in our district Restart Committee and our administrative assistants 
and maintenance and custodial staff who have spent countless hours implementing the reopening 
plan to ensure a safe and healthy environment for all members of our school community. I also 
want to thank our technology department for their efforts in preparing and disseminating new 
chromebooks to our students in grades 6-12 over the past few weeks.  

In regard to our Reopening Plan, I am happy to report that on August 25, 2020, the 
Department of Education completed their review of our district reopening plan and notified my 
office that our plan met all the required elements outlined in the NJDOE’s checklist.  

Finally, please remember that the success of this school year and the opportunity to 
increase our in-person instructional day will require the cooperation and support of all 
stakeholders. Outlined below are the many procedures that must be followed as we begin the 
2020-2021 school year. 
 
 

Current Department of Health Guidelines 
As per the most recent guidelines from the NJ Department of Health, please be advised that we 
will be adhering to the following guidelines: 
 

Parents should not send students to school when sick. School staff should have plans to isolate 
students with overt symptoms of any infectious disease that develops during the school day. For 
school settings, CDC recommends that students and staff with the following symptoms be 
promptly isolated from others and excluded from school:  

● At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors 
(shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, 
fatigue, congestion or runny nose; OR  

● At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, 
new olfactory disorder, new taste disorder. 
 

**Please review the attached Daily Screening for Students  
prior to sending your child to school each day** 

 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/DOH%20Guidelines,%20August%2013,%202020.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/DOH%20Daily%20Screening%20Tool.pdf


Mask Requirement 
As per the recommendation of our school physician, the local health department, and the 
Governor’s office we are requiring students and staff to wear masks throughout the abbreviated 
instructional day. We will do our best to provide mask breaks during the day. However, the 
district mask requirement includes students wearing masks on buses, in classrooms, hallways, 
common areas and to enter and exit the school building. 
 
Important District Calendars 
In July, the Hawthorne School District revised the district calendar and moved our first day of 
school to Tuesday, September 8, 2020. To view this revised calendar, please click HERE. 
 
We have also created a cohort calendar for all schools. This calendar shows the A / B cohort 
schedule for the entire school year. At this point, we are not aware of how long this hybrid 
schedule will continue. So, we are providing the calendar for the year and will modify it as 
needed or as instructed by the NJ DOE and the Governor’s office. To view this calendar, please 
click HERE. Please note: The week of November 2nd is revised due to election day on Nov. 3rd 
and NJEA Convention days. 
 
Guidance Department Updates 
As part of our efforts to ensure the personal well-being of our students and families, we 
encourage you to visit our webpage and view the information shared by our guidance 
department. Please click on this link to our Social Emotional Learning Resources for students 
and parents made available by Ms. Wegert and our Guidance Department. 
 
NJ Travel Advisory List 
Under the 14-day quarantine travel advisory announced by Governor Murphy, individuals 
returning to New Jersey from states with increasing rates of COVID-19 are advised to 
self-quarantine for 14 days. Families who have returned home from any of the states listed 
after Tuesday, August 25, 2020, should not attend school until they have completed their 
14-day quarantine. If you have recently returned home from one of the states listed on the New 
Jersey Travel Advisory List please adhere to the quarantine guidelines and do not send your 
child to school until the 14-day quarantine period is complete. 
 
Food Services 
Grab and Go Lunches will be made available for all students. All lunches must be pre-ordered 
via the link on each school’s individual website. School Principals will be sharing information 
regarding the process of pre-ordering lunches. Students who are attending school in-person will 
pick up lunches at dismissal. Children who are fully remote will be asked to pick up their lunches 
at Hawthorne High School on Tuesday’s and Friday’s from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm via the 
Bamford Avenue entrance. 
 
 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/2020-2021%20REVISED%20District%20Calendar%20.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/2020-2021%20Cohort%20Calander.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey


Request to Change Instructional Model 
Transitioning in and out of remote learning after the school year begins will occur at the change 
of marking periods and requests must follow the deadlines listed below.  

 
Please visit our website to complete the Parent Selection form to transition from Remote 
Learning to In-Person or vice versa. The form is available on our Restart webpage or via the 
following links: Parent Selection Letter for Remote Learning  

 Selección de padres de aprendizaje remoto 
 
 
One to One Chromebook Initiative 
Grades 6-12: In September 2019, the Hawthorne Public Schools passed a district-wide 
referendum that included a one to one Chromebook initiative for all students in grades 6-12. This 
new initiative will provide a new HP Chromebook for all students at LMS and HHS. The district 
will also provide a case for the Chromebook to assist with transporting the device to and from 
school. Device pickup days were provided this summer. However, anyone who did not get their 
device on those previously scheduled days will be provided with their device during the first 
week of school.  
 
Grades K-5: Currently owned chromebooks from HHS and LMS will be repurposed for 
elementary use. This will allow for all K-5 students to have a chromebook to be used in school. 
However, any K-5 student who is currently on a full remote schedule and needs a device should 
contact their child’s Principal. 
 
Visitors to the Schools and School Facility Use 
As we begin the school year, we want to make all parents aware that we will be limiting the 
number of visitors to our schools. Drop boxes will continue to be available for parents to drop off 
items for their children that are needed during the school day. All other visits will be limited to 
scheduled appointments only. Please contact the main office of your child’s school to schedule 
an appointment. Also, we will not be allowing any school facility use at this time. At the end of 
the first marking period we will reevaluate school facility use going forward. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding regarding these matters.  
 
 
 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Parent%20Selection%20Letter.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Restart%20and%20Recovery/Seleccio%CC%81n%20de%20padres%20de%20aprendizaje%20remoto.pdf


NJSIAA Update 
The New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association has provided updates regarding 
“Return to Play” for high school sports. In order to stay up to date, we have provided all the 
NJSIAA guidance on our Restart and Recovery webpage. Please click on the following link to 
access all NJSIAA information.  NJSIAA Updates 2020 
 
Social Media and YouTube Links 
Please visit our Hawthorne Public School social media sites and youtube pages to stay informed. 
We will continue to post updates and other important information on these sites. 
HPS’s Facebook                         HPS’s Twitter                       HPS’s Instagram  
District’s YouTube page  
 
I would like to thank our parents for your continued patience as we’ve worked through the many 
new requirements necessary to develop our reopening plan. We will continue to share updates 
with our Hawthorne Community and will post any and all communications to the Restart and 
Recovery Webpage. We also thank you for your continued support of our schools and look 
forward to a great school year. Please remember, we are here to answer questions and support 
our families so please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, building administrator, 
or my office with any questions. 
 
With Appreciation, 

 
Richard A. Spirito 
 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.facebook.com/Hawthorne-Public-Schools-427445860631283/
https://twitter.com/rspirito11
https://www.instagram.com/hawthornepublicschools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HawthorneSchools/playlists
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/restart_and_recovery

